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HAVING A FAB PHOTOSHOOT

My goal is to take gorgeous photos of your family that will last a lifetime - the best you have ever had. To make the 

shoot as sucessful as possible please take a moment to read the following FAQS.

Can the shoot be outside?
The shoot can either be in your home, outside (at a local park perhaps) or in the studio in Hoxton, London. 

If it is spring or summer and your children are old enough to move around then your home and/or a local 

outdoor spot is the best option. The children will be active and the backdrop varied.  The best locations are those 

with textures: woods, old buildings, over-grown fields.  Open spaces tend to be visually plain. 

What if we want a studio shoot?
Studio shoots have a different feel: the lighting is controlled and dramatic. If the weather is bad (or it is Winter and 

the days short) and/or your child is less than 6 months then a studio visit can give the best results. Family shots 

can also look wonderful in a studio, in both colour and black and white.

How long does a shoot take?
A typical baby shoot will take 1- 2 hours. (If you have a baby that needs to feed or sleep I am happy to take longer.) 

A typical shoot of a family and young children, at home or in the studio, will take 3 hours. If you choose the ‘Grand 

Day Out’ option, where I  come on a day trip with you and the family, this will be up to 8 hours photography.

What preparation is needed?
It’s important to find a time of day when the children will be relaxed and responsive. Make sure they are rested and 

well fed. The longer the shoot can last, the better, as the images will be more varied. It’s nice to tell them that the 

session is all about them as that will make it feel special.

What sort of clothes/toys shall I bring?
This is really important. Please bring along 2 or 3 changes of clothes. Avoid clothes which are fussy or that will 

look dated in a few years and avoid super bright colours and plain whites unless you really want them. The best are 

muted, subtle colours that work well together - i.e soft browns, creams, muted colours.  I may ask you to change 

the children’s outfits half way through the shoot as this will make the photographs varied. Bring a hairbrush if your 

child has longer or unruly hair. For babies please bring along their favourite toys and, if you have it, some music 

they like on CD to relax them.

What if the weather is bad or my child is ill?
If the weather is very bad then I am happy to shift the appointment to another date or to take the shoot in the 

studio. Overcast or foggy weather is ideal, sunny is fine if a little tricky to photograph in. If your child is ill, please 

contact the studio as soon as you can to rearrange the session free of charge.



What if my child is very shy / very energetic?
I’ve worked with children for years and am used to all behaviours. The most important thing is that you let me form 

a connection to the child and that you resist telling the child how to behave, as this will only stifle their  natural 

behaviour. If the parents are relaxed the children tend to follow.

Can we have the whole family photographed?
Of course! Even if you want the focus to be on the child, a few relaxed portraits of the whole family are good to 

have and cost no extra. Make sure to wear clothes that you are happy being photographed in and which don’t 

clash too much with what the rest of the family are wearing.

How will we see the photographs?
After the shoot I will work with my team to select the 100 best images which will then be edited to the highest 

standards in both colour and black and white. Your viewing will take place at the studio in Hoxton about 3 weeks 

later, by appointment, and if coming by car we have resident’s parking permits for use in local bays. A map is at-

tached below. I encourage clients to come for evening viewings from 6pm, after work or after a bite to eat or we 

can even have takeout together. It’s really important that you come with your partner and if possible without the 

kids: its far easier to make decisions without them jumping around!

How long does a viewing take?
Warning: your viewing will take at least 3 hours! This is more time than you hoped, especially for busy parents, but 

in the long run it saves time. It is better to sit down in the studio, see all the images on a large screen and discuss 

your options in detail than to go back and forth by email or phone afterwards. I do not pressure any sales and you 

can take as long as you want to see all the images, but it is essential to make the decisions at the viewing.  It’s 

useful, therefore, to have ideas of how you would like to see the images - on the wall or in an album. 

Can I buy the digital negatives?
I don’t sell the negatives on their own because that way I would never sell any framed prints. However if you spend 

£1500 or more on framed prints/albums then the digital negatives are available to buy individually at £45 or as a 

complete collection in colour and black and white for £850. This means you keep all the images for life.

How much are your frames and albums?
Framed Prints :        Starting at £125

Framed collages:     Starting at £850

Albums :      	        Starting at £1950

There is an extensive range of frames and collages to choose from. The albums are put together by hand and are 

of the highest standard. We even offer a home design and installation service. If you have any questions please 

contact the studio by email or phone and we will help you out. I look forward to having a great shoot! 

Martin Oliver. 2011

Important note:

Please make sure that there is a dedicated carer available at all times during the shoot who will be responsible for the welfare of 

your child/children.  While every care is taken to ensure the safety of the children at all times (of course!) Martin can not be held 

responsible in the unlikely event that your child becomes injured during the shoot, either outside on location or at your home. If 

you have any concerns at all please contact Martin or his team before the shoot takes place.

 



GETTING TO THE STUDIO

Martin Oliver Photography

Studio 4, 

1 Hoxton Square,

London,

N1 6NU

Tel: 07747 607930

 

By car:

See map for directions and parking. Note the entrance is down a side road and not actually on the square. Door is 

opposite a mini-cab office called ‘Hoxton Cars’. Buzzer 4.

By tube and foot:

Old Street Station (Northern Line), Exit 2, walk 5 minutes down Old Street past the Holiday Inn and turn left at a 

corner cafe called ‘Hoxtons’. Then turn left again once you have entered the square and walk straight towards a bar 

called ‘Bluu’ , our entrance is down the side of this bar opposite a mini-cab office. Buzzer 4.

By helicopter:

Land in the square. 


